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Governor DeWine “I owe the people the truth. It will not be like it was until we have a vaccine. 
Until there is a vaccine, this monster is going to be lurking around us. It’s not going away ... 
when we open things back up, people are going to have to be exceedingly careful.” 
 

The International Monetary Fund (IMF) predicts that the world economy in 2020 will 
suffer its worst year since the Great Depression of the 1930s. It acknowledges that 
prospects for a rebound next year are clouded by uncertainty 
 

I. Let’s not forget that the world has been here before, many times 
a. A quick look back can give us perspective 

i. Beginning more recently and looking farther back… 
Linda Corbett, Columbus This feels like another time that started in November. It seems like 
everyone in our family was sick. We were missing people at Thanksgiving, then at Christmas. 
Then my grandfather, who it seems was never sick, got the flu. He ended up with pneumonia, 
then in the hospital and we lost him in January 1969. Our family was shocked and heartbroken. 
It was the Hong Kong flu pandemic of 1968-‘69. Over 1 million people died worldwide. My point 
is the virus ran its course.  

ii. At the turn of the last century, the issue was tuberculosis 
C.S. Lewis (1898-1963) During his childhood in Belfast, Northern Ireland, more than a 
million people a year in Europe died from tuberculosis (TB), making it “one of the most 
feared diseases in the world.” In Ireland itself, more than 11,000 people a year died 
from TB, many of them young people.  
 

Warren Lewis Our parents were especially concerned about allowing us to be exposed to the 
rain and damp, worrying that TB might develop as a result. We were quarantined inside our 
home whenever it rained — which, given the weather in Ireland, meant our confinement often 
seemed endless. We would gaze out of our nursery window at the slanting rain and the grey 
skies, and there, beyond a mile or so of sodden meadow, we would see the dim high line of the 
Castlereagh Hills — our world’s limit, a distant land, strange and unattainable.”  

Warren goes on to say…[T]his recurring imprisonment gave us occasion and stimulus to 
develop the habit of creative imagination. We learnt to draw: my brother made his first 
attempts at writing: together we devised the imaginary country of “Boxen,” which 
proliferated hugely and became our solace and joy for many years to come. And so, in 
circumstances that might have been merely dull and depressing, my brother’s gifts 
began to develop; and it may not be fanciful to see, in that childhood staring out to 
unattainable hills, some first beginnings of a vision and viewpoint that ran through the 
work of his maturity.  

ii. In the 16th century, the issue was the bubonic plague 
Martin Luther “You ought to think this way: ‘Very well, by God’s decree, the enemy has 
sent us deadly poison. Therefore, I shall ask God mercifully to protect us. Then I shall 
fumigate, help purify the air, administer medicine and take it. I shall avoid places and 
persons where my presence is not needed in order not to become contaminated and 
thus perchance infect and pollute others, and so cause their death as a result of my 
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negligence. If God should wish to take me, he will surely find me and I have done what 
he has expected of me and so I am not responsible for either my own death or the 
death of others. If my neighbor needs me, however, I shall not avoid place or person, 
but will go freely.’” 

b. Let us not forget the Apostle Paul… 
i. For him, the “quarantine” was imprisonment  
ii. The crime… preaching the gospel! 

Philippians 1:13-14 NLT …everyone here, including the whole palace guard, knows that I am in 
chains because of Christ. 14 And because of my imprisonment, most of the believers here have 
gained confidence and boldly speak God’s message without fear. 

iii. Paul also had to deal with potential deadly sickness 
Philippians 2:25-27 NLT 25 Meanwhile, I thought I should send Epaphroditus back to you. He is a 
true brother, co-worker, and fellow soldier. And he was your messenger to help me in my 
need. 26 I am sending him because he has been longing to see you, and he was very distressed 
that you heard he was ill. 27 And he certainly was ill; in fact, he almost died. But God had mercy 
on him—and also on me, so that I would not have one sorrow after another. 

II. So, how did Paul deal with all this, and what does he recommend? 
Philippians 4:4-9 NLT 4 Always be full of joy in the Lord. I say it again—rejoice!  

• Decide to be joyful—it really is a choice! (v.4) 
5 Let everyone see that you are considerate in all you do. Remember, the Lord is coming soon.  

• Keep your focus—stay kind to all (v. 5a) and remember the Lord will return soon 
(v. 5b), either for us corporately or individually 

6 Don’t worry about anything; instead, pray about everything. Tell God what you need, and thank 
him for all he has done.  

• When worried, choose to pray (v.6). (The enemy will stop when he sees your 
typical response is to pray) 

7 Then you will experience God’s peace, which exceeds anything we can understand. His peace 
will guard your hearts and minds as you live in Christ Jesus.  

• The only true guard against worry is the peace of God, which comes how? By 
telling him your needs and giving him thanks for what he has already done. (v.7) 

8 And now, dear brothers and sisters, one final thing. Fix your thoughts on what is true, and 
honorable, and right, and pure, and lovely, and admirable. Think about things that are excellent 
and worthy of praise.  

• Choose to direct your thoughts (v.8). (We can’t shut off the mind, but we can 
direct the mind toward things that are positive and hopeful.) 

9 Keep putting into practice all you learned and received from me—everything you heard from 
me and saw me doing. Then the God of peace will be with you. 

• Keep doing the things you know to do! (v.9). (our actions must be informed and 
directed by what we KNOW! 

 
1 Corinthians 15:1, 3 NLT Let me now remind you, dear brothers and sisters, of the Good News 
I preached to you before. You welcomed it then, and you still stand firm in it. …3 I passed on to 
you what was most important and what had also been passed on to me. Christ died for our sins, 
just as the Scriptures said. 4 He was buried, and he was raised from the dead on the third day, 
just as the Scriptures said. 
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When peace like a river, attendeth my way, 

When sorrows like sea billows roll 

Whatever my lot, thou hast taught me to say 

It is well, it is well, with my soul 

 

Chorus: 

It is well (it is well) 

With my soul (with my soul) 

It is well, it is well with my soul 

 

Though Satan should buffet, though trials should come, 

Let this blest assurance control, 

That Christ has regarded my helpless estate, 

And hath shed His own blood for my soul 

 

My sin, oh, the bliss of this glorious thought 

My sin, not in part but the whole, 

Is nailed to the cross, and I bear it no more, 

Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, o my soul 

 

 
 


