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I. Introduction 

 
II. Some factors contributing to distorted images:  
 

o We view God as being like our parents. 
 
o We view God as being like our ministers (or mentors).  

 
o We view God as being like ourselves.  

 
III. Five common distorted images of God:  

 
1. The abusive god 

 

• Describing this false image: Those who have this image of God live under 
the rule of a petty tyrant. An abusive god is almost always quick to anger 
and slow to forgive. This god tends to be unapproachable, impulsive, 
violent, and cruel. This false god carries a club, or a whip, and isn’t afraid to 
use it. 
 

• Revealing the God of Love: Joel 2:13; Jonah 4:2 
 

2. The abandoning god 
 

• Describing this false image: Those who have this image of God feel that God 
has either left them completely or is present but continually threatening to 
leave. This leads to a life of anxiety. We are convinced that we are on our 
own and therefore, we must fend for ourselves. Those who serve an 
abandoning god try to perform well so they won’t be left alone. 
 



• Revealing the God of Love: Isaiah 49:14-16; Hebrews 13:5 
 

3. The emotionally distant god 
 

• Describing this false image: An emotionally distant god does not care about 
our emotional needs. This god has more important things to attend to than 
our emotional problems. This god has the whole universe to look after, not 
to mention the people on this planet who are worse off than we are. With 
this image of god, we are likely to experience shame because our needs and 
feelings do not matter.  
 

• Revealing the God of Love: 1 Peter 5:7; Matthew 11:27-29 
 

4. The passive god 
 

• Describing this false image: A passive god cannot help us in our time of 
need. We may see god as powerful but not active in this world and not 
coming to the aid of people. Thus the passive god may be uncaring. When 
we have this view of god, we feel unprotected, vulnerable and alone. 

 

• Revealing the God of Love: Exodus 3:7-8; Judges 6:6-7 
 

5. The god of impossible expectations 
 

• Describing this false image: The god of impossible expectations is never 
pleased with us, no matter how good we are. We may feel if we don’t work 
hard enough, or read our Bible and pray enough, or if we don’t behave 
according the rules, god will be disappointed with us. Even though we are 
doing everything we possibly can to please god, we feel that he’s still not 
happy with us. This god always and eternally withholds approval. 

 

• Revealing the God of Love: Jeremiah 31:3-4; Romans 5:8 
 

IV. Concluding thoughts & prayer ministry 
 


