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Identity The characteristics determining who or what a person or thing is (Oxford Dictionary).  
 
Romans 12:2 TM Don’t become so well-adjusted to your culture that you fit into it without even 
thinking. Instead, fix your attention on God. You’ll be changed from the inside out.  
 

I. What does it mean to say we are sons and daughters of God? 
 

a. What it does not mean 
John 8:42-47 NLT 42 Jesus told them, “If God were your Father, you would love me, because I 
have come to you from God. I am not here on my own, but he sent me. 43 Why can’t you 
understand what I am saying? It’s because you can’t even hear me! 44 For you are the children 
of your father the devil, and you love to do the evil things he does. He was a murderer from the 
beginning. He has always hated the truth, because there is no truth in him. When he lies, it is 
consistent with his character; for he is a liar and the father of lies. 45 So when I tell the truth, you 
just naturally don’t believe me! 46 Which of you can truthfully accuse me of sin? And since I am 
telling you the truth, why don’t you believe me? 47 Anyone who belongs to God listens gladly to 
the words of God. But you don’t listen because you don’t belong to God.” 
 
 

b. How then do we become sons and daughters of God? 
John 1:10-13 NLT 10 He came into the very world he created, but the world didn’t recognize 
him. 11 He came to his own people, and even they rejected him. 12 But to all who believed him 
and accepted him, he gave the right to become children of God.13 They are reborn—not with a 
physical birth resulting from human passion or plan, but a birth that comes from God. 
 
 
 

II. How does being sons and daughters of God affect daily life? 
 

a. We are able to walk out daily life free from shame and condemnation 
Romans 8:1 NLT So now there is no condemnation for those who belong to Christ Jesus. 
 
 

b. Jesus has absolutely no hesitancy calling us brothers and sisters 
Hebrews 2:9-11 NLT …Jesus tasted death for everyone. …So now Jesus and the ones he 
makes holy have the same Father. That is why Jesus is not ashamed to call them his brothers 
and sisters. 
 
 

c. We are called to daily reflect the God to whom we belong  
2 Corinthians 6:17-18 NLT 17 Therefore, come out from among unbelievers, and separate 
yourselves from them, says the Lord. Don’t touch their filthy things, and I will welcome you. 
18 And I will be your Father, and you will be my sons and daughters, says the Lord Almighty.” 
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1 John 1:5-9 NLT God is light, and there is no darkness in him at all.6 So we are lying if we say 
we have fellowship with God but go on living in spiritual darkness; we are not practicing the 
truth. 7 But if we are living in the light, as God is in the light, then we have fellowship with each 
other, and the blood of Jesus, his Son, cleanses us from all sin. 8 If we claim we have no sin, we 
are only fooling ourselves and not living in the truth. 9 But if we confess our sins to him, he is 
faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all wickedness.  
 
Hebrews 12:7 NLT 7 As you endure this divine discipline, remember that God is treating you as 
his own children. Who ever heard of a child who is never disciplined by its father?  
 
 

d. By the Holy Spirit we learn to live in joyous intimacy with God 
Galatians 4:5-6 NLT 5 God sent him to buy freedom for us who were slaves to the law, so that 
he could adopt us as his very own children. 6 And because we are his children, God has sent the 
Spirit of his Son into our hearts, prompting us to call out, “Abba, Father.”  
 
 

e. We have both a present and future inheritance beyond imagination  
Galatians 4:7 NLT 7 Now you are no longer a slave but God’s own child. And since you are his 
child, God has made you his heir. 
 
Romans 8:18 Phillips In my opinion whatever we may have to go through now is less than 
nothing compared with the magnificent future God has planned for us. 


