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I. Discerning God’s will as seen in the Old Testament 
 

a. Face to face with God 
Exodus 33:11 NIV The LORD would speak to Moses face to face, as one speaks to a friend.  
 
 

b. Hearing from the “man/woman of God” 
Judges 17:6 NLT In those days Israel had no king; all the people did whatever seemed right in 
their own eyes. 
 
 

c. God falls silent 
Amos 8:11 NIV “The days are coming,” declares the Sovereign Lord, “when I will send a famine 
through the land—not a famine of food or a thirst for water, but a famine of hearing the words of 
the Lord. 
 
 
 

II. Discerning God’s will by the time Jesus walked the earth 
 

a. You must obey absolutely every jot and tittle 
Matthew 23:27-28 NIV 27 “Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites! You 
are like whitewashed tombs, which look beautiful on the outside but on the inside are full of the 
bones of the dead and everything unclean. 28 In the same way, on the outside you appear to 
people as righteous but on the inside you are full of hypocrisy and wickedness. 
 
 

b. Casting lots  
 
 
 

III. Discerning God’s will after the outpouring of the Holy Spirit  
  

a. Discernment is birthed in the course of normal, vibrant Jesus-life 
Acts 13:1-3 NIV 1 Now in the church at Antioch there were prophets and teachers: 
Barnabas, Simeon called Niger, Lucius of Cyrene, Manaen (who had been brought up with 
Herod the tetrarch) and Saul. 2 While they were worshiping the Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit 
said, “Set apart for me Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have called them.” 3 So after 
they had fasted and prayed, they placed their hands on them and sent them off. 
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b. Discernment is birthed in the safety of Christian community  
Romans 12:2 NLT Don’t copy the behavior and customs of this world, but let God transform you 
into a new person by changing the way you think. Then you will learn to know God’s will for you, 
which is good and pleasing and perfect. 
 
Acts 16:6-10 NIV 6 Paul and his companions traveled throughout the region of Phrygia and 
Galatia, having been kept by the Holy Spirit from preaching the word in the province of 
Asia. 7 When they came to the border of Mysia, they tried to enter Bithynia, but the Spirit of 
Jesus would not allow them to. 8 So they passed by Mysia and went down to Troas. 9 During the 
night Paul had a vision of a man of Macedonia standing and begging him, “Come over to 
Macedonia and help us.” 10 After Paul had seen the vision, we got ready at once to leave for 
Macedonia, concluding that God had called us to preach the gospel to them. 
 
Strong’s to grasp a truth by intertwining ideas needed to "get on board," i.e. come to the 
necessary judgment (conclusion) 
 

c. Discernment is birthed in confidence that God’s plan is ultimately best 


